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I wonder if I could convince you that all you
need to know about sin you will find in your re-
frigerator? Give me a few lines...

SIN IS EASY TO HIDE! Close the door and no
one sees it. You don’t have to think about it be-
cause it’s out of view as long as the door stays
closed. We have even learned to respect it in oth-
ers. One of the things you never do when you
are guest in someone’s home is open a closed
door, especially the fridge. It might not be pretty!

SIN BUILDS UP! A condiment here, an expired
bottle of milk there, we cram the leftovers into
the back. We stack the Tupperware so it doesn’t
fall over if the door is carelessly opened. Sin gets
pushed back, stacked up and forgotten until it
collapses under its own weight. Like the mess in
the fridge, we sin, then stack up excuses to keep
conviction contained. What a mess!

SIN STARTS TO STINK! The leftovers go stale,
the containers begin to leak. Worse, unwanted
things begin to grow! What could have been
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dealt with in an unpleasant but quick moment
accrues into an repulsive stew that takes time and
effort to scrub up completely. Now, just like the
fridge, our heart just stinks!

Convinced? What now? Three things. Ex-
pose it. Open the door and flood your sin with
light. Stop hiding the depth of sin. Ask for
cleansing. It’s not just apologizing for one
wrong, but also for the unintended consequenc-
es, patterns that have resulted, ways we’ve grown
calloused, and so much more. Seek a renewed
heart. With compiled sins cleared out of the way
and God at work deep in our hearts, we aren’t
left with resentment over the consequences or
shame over needing cleansing.

It begins and ends in the heart. Expose
what’s wrong, stop hiding it, then ask for God’s \
thorough cleansing. He’s faithful and able to re-
new you — “if we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness,” 7 John 1:9. 4
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fter the end of the Second World War in
1945, the Austrian artist named Ivo Saliger
conceived a large and impressive etching he
deemed “Justice.” He went so far as to in-
clude the characteristic American copyright ‘c’ within the
etching to the lower right. His thought was that the great
many Americans stationed in Germany and Austria at this
time and the post war trials at Nuremberg would insure

justice against his adversaries.

Advocacy is cleatly seen in
“Justice” where an advocate stead-
fastly and mercifully defends his
frightful and helpless client who is
threatened by the mob before them.
This is brilliantly portrayed by the
clenched hands and pointing fingers
in the foreground. Behind them
looms the giant figure of justice with
her familiar symbols of the scales,
the sword and the blindfold.

The Bible parable of the impor-
tunate widow, forever etched into
the mind of every NT Christian, is
about persistent prayer — “And he
told them a parable to the effect that
they ought always to pray and not
lose heart,” Luke 18:1. Jesus uses a real-world illustration to
emphasize an attribute of God that Christians would do
well to emulate — Advocacy. Is not God more responsive

than a cynical unbelieving judge?

A widow had been wronged. She keeps appealing to an
unjust judge, “Give me justice against my adversary,” 3. An
unrighteous judge, out for himself and no other, was her
sole available resource. She wants an advocate in her case.
Her boresome appeals eventually become weariness to the
contemptuous magistrate and shear exhaustion with her

dogged demands bear her desired result. He gives in, does
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the right thing, and advocates for her. The Lord’s point, of
course, is that God is not an unjust but a just Judge. How
much more should we keep praying to him? He will be just.

He will be our advocate.

This important attribute of mercy should be apparent
to the careful reader. We are invited to persistently pray to
the one true God who will faithfully and mercifully em-

brace the role of our advocate.

The parable implies the advocacy
that must necessarily be asserted on be-
half of powerless people. We all have
suffered wrong. We also know someone
who needs and deserves justice. The
word “justice” appears four times in the
parable. Justice is the very thing Jesus
makes prominent. He gives no hint that
the widow was at fault. She needed an

advocate.

God does not merely intimate advo-
cacy in a single parable among many.
Christ came to earth to model it — “we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous,” 7 Jobn 2:1. Advo-
cate is a prominent N'T word (Grk
paraklétos) meaning “to come along
side.” In the matter of sin God sent His Son along side to
advocate in our case. He has called us to follow His lead in
coming along side our brother in his most vulnerable mo-

ment to “bear one anothet’s burden,” Galatians 6:1-2.

Saliger’s etching turns the abstract ideal of justice and
advocacy into a practical reality for an accused person
when everything is on the line. To hold back from advoca-
cy, to keep a low profile until the storm blows over, to keep
quiet, to adopt a “wait and see” neutrality when an accused
person justly needs courageous advocacy—to stand by in
silence when we could make a real difference for a person

under fire is cowardice. 4
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