ebrews had a word among them with

powerful implications for every man,

but especially the Christian — R
(tom). The first of its OT occurrences refers to
the Philistine king Abimelech, who in honest
“integrity of [his] heart” took Sarah only because
of Abraham’s own duplicity in calling her his
sister, a half-truth. The wotd is translated into
English as “integrity.” For fear Abraham acted
shamelessly. It is a lasting lesson of more integri-

ty in a pagan than in a believer.

For the ancient Hebrew, “tom” recommend-
ed an action or person in possession of its man-
ner as being “whole, complete, free of duplicity.”
It is to hold integrity of character. The essence of
integrity is allegiance. A person of integrity was
compelled to stand firm for what is right without
duplicity, double-mindedness, or divided allegiance.

Integrity is a critical word for our times. The

origin of our own English is likewise instruc-

A Lastin '

Michael W. McLemore
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tive and fascinating. It is derived from the Latin
“integer,” that literally means “whole or com-
plete.” “Integer” itself came to be used in Eng-
lish as a whole number in mathematics. Its use
among Romans described a person as “sound,
virtuous, and upright,” and was commonly heard

b

in their expression “/nteger vitae,” “blameless of life.

The Greeks contrast their word for “one,”

) <¢

“unus” with “duo,” “two.” Pythagoras, the Greek
philosopher and mathematician, is said out of
superstition to have viewed “duo” as reflecting
evil. His idea has come to be embedded in hun-

dreds of our words (duplicity, dualism, doubt, etc.).

Abraham acted with duplicity in his interac-
tion with Abimelech. He misguidedly sought to
deceive for his own protection. God’s interven-
tion exposed in perpetuity the need for integrity
among God’s people and in leaders seeking to
righteously guide their nations. This lasting les-

son calls for repetition in every age. 1

CINE R

ince God opposes the proud and gives grace
to the humble, it stands to reason that humili-
ty is an attitude that we must seek in every
action and word as we strive to do all in His
name, cf. 1 Pet 5:5; Col 3:17. When we claim to follow

Pride, Humility, and Change

Christ and yet project pride and arrogance, we are not
glorifying God or showing that we “have died and
your life is hidden with Christ in God,” Col 3:3.

This is also true in how we study and teach Scrip-
ture. We are to accept humbly the Lord’s teachings,
knowing that His words will judge us in the last day,
John 12:48. Humility requires the utmost care in how
we approach our studies and conclusions. We believe
His word is truth. We believe that His truth can be
understood. At the same time, we must have the hu-
mility to admit that there are some things we may not
understand. It's ok to say, “I don’t know” as we seek
answers. We must grant that it is possible that we are
wrong about some conclusions and be willing to lis-
ten, learn, and grow. If we cannot do that, then our pride
has taken over and we are in the arena opposed by God.

Have you ever studied something and changed
your mind because you realized your previous views
were not correct? Rare would be the one who has not
done this on something. We expect others whom we
may teach to have that spirit, to recognize they could
be wrong, and be willing to listen. Shall we ask that
of others but refuse to admit this same attitude in
ourselves?

This is not to defend a wishy-washy tossed-about
by every doctrine kind of mentality. May it never be!
We must strike a balance between knowing that our
minds can be led astray on the one hand and know-
ing that God’s truth is attainable on the other. If I shut
my mind to learning more and potentially changing, I
may well be closing my eyes to God’s truth. If, in my
pride, I refuse to change, then I am in opposition to
God and His grace.

Yet humility does also mean that we submit our-
selves to what the Lord teaches in His word. Some
conclusions are just difficult to escape — not that we
should want to escape them — and if we fail to stand
up for what we know is right, then we cannot claim
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humility in that. It is pride that keeps me from learn-
ing and changing when I see that I am wrong, and it
is also pride that keeps me from standing for truth.

What can we do to help keep the balance?

Doy Moyer

1. Keep studying. Gain conviction through faith
and stand for truth, but also stay open to learning more.

2. Invite others to the study. Listening to and
learning from others is important because we are all
essentially in dialogue with each other. There may be
things I have not have thought about. There may be
information I have missed. Others can teach me.
Think Apollos here, Acts 18:24-28.

3. Do not change easily. I do not mean to be stub-
born beyond reason. I mean that if conviction means
anything, it is not going to cave in easily. I am willing
to change, but if I am convinced something is the
truth, I will not change at the whim of another who
says I am wrong. I want evidence. I want sound argu-
mentation. I need to be convinced that a set convic-
tion is wrong. This is needed for stability.

4. When proven wrong, admit it and make the
change. This is the pattern we see in someone like
Saul (Paul), who did not change easily, but when he
did he was, as we say, all in. It may take some doing
to be proven wrong, and we ought to have the high
standard of the Word, but once we see it, we need to
accept it for what it is.

5. Submit everything back to God and His word.
Study and learn, then study more, and keep God’s
word front and center. Here is the familiar pattern:
“Now these were more noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word with great
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see
whether these things were so,” Acts 17:11.

All of this is to be done to the glory of God. The
purpose of learning, embracing, and teaching the
truth is not so that we win debates, get one up on oth-
ers, and find new ways to show how wrong people
are. The purpose is to glorify God. I don’t glorify God
in pride and unreasonable stubbornness. I glorify
God in humility and willingness to hear, learn,
change, and be conformed to His image. O
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