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Sin: A Reproach

“Righteousness exalts a nation,
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but sin is a reproach to any people,” Proverbs 14:34.
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he road home is always the same. Sin

takes every man far from God. In our

own ways we have all fallen from the

fellowship we once enjoyed in innocence
with our Father. Our own bad decisions have left a
wake of ruin behind. Littering the way is waste —
wasted resources, wasted opportunity, wasted lives.
Jesus’ prodigal parable, Luke 15:11-32, assures that far
from our present life of sin, our Father waits at the
other end of the road with tender heart.

His wounds wete deep when His son left. In ava-
rice and distain the boy demanded that his life was
his own and he intended to live it.

From the day he left the Father wondered con-
stantly, the way any parent would. News of His son’s
bad choices found their way home. Concern bore
against His heart.

Still, He waited patiently. As parents weep for
their renegade and rebellious children, the Father
waited. Counting the hours since he left, He had but

one desite — come home.
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His thoughts were never far from His son. He
watched for Him. Peering in the distance, His eyes
perpetually kept vigil to see if today might perchance
be the day. Day after day He waited. Bad news trav-
eled from a far, yet still his Father waited for His lost

son to “come to himself.”

Sooner rather than later was what the Father
wanted. He wanted His son to come home before it
was too late. The what — what he had done — was
not the concern, but the when.

One day it came. His eye saw a familiar form
breaking the horizon of His gaze while yet a long way
off. Unhesitatingly He ran to meet him. He kissed
him in spite of his filth. The words of His confession
mattered not nearly as much as the heart that had
compelled it. His son was home and it was cause to

celebrate.

The road home is always the same. At the end is
our “welcoming Father.” He is ready to forgive those
who come to Him is humble repentance. He is will-

ing if we will begin the long road home! O
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ultural acceptance of behavior that is
clearly contrary to God’s word is
nothing new. Christians and non
Christians alike are appalled by sense-
less crime, mass shootings, abortion, or immortality.
Proverbs 14:34 is on the tip of every tongue and the
Amens are all around. But, are we among those call-
ing for tolerance and acceptance for what might be

termed “socially acceptable sin?”

Christians at Corinth were touched by culture.
Theirs was a permissive society. Common societal
philosophies had been allowed to distort their con-
cept of what was sin. It was Christians that Paul
asked in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, “Do you not know that
the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually im-
moral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy,
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will in-
herit the kingdom of God.” He warned, “Do not be
deceived!” Earlier in 1 Corinthians 5 Paul identified
a brother who was practicing such things, but noth-
ing was being done about it. Paul said it is unac-
ceptable for Christians to engage in this behavior,

don’t condone it!

This list of sinful practices is similar to those
mentioned in other passages, Romans 1:26-32, Gala-
tians 5:19-21. They were common problems then
and they are common problems now. Adultery and
fornication in the list forbids sex outside of the

bonds of marriage. Homosexuality was accepted
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and practiced openly. The Greco-Roman society of
Paul’s day was riddled with immorality. In fact,
Nero, emperor at the time Paul wrote 1 Corinthians,
was about to and did marry the boy Sporus and also
later married his freedman Doryphorus according
to Suetonius’, The Twelve Caesars. Fourteen of the
first fifteen Roman emperors practiced some form of
homoeroticism. Such behaviors were acceptable by

cultural standards, but not to God!

Paul does on to identify many more forms of
transgressions that affected God’s people in his gen-
eration. Idolatry: those who participate in the wor-
ship of false gods or those who attend the sacrificial
feasts. Thieves, the covetous, and extortionists are
those who are greedy of gain and do whatever
(extort, swindle, and rob) it takes to achieve gain.
Drunkards. Revilers: an archaic term that describes
slanderers, or those who make uniformed accusa-
tions. Paul tells them that those who participate in

these things cannot inherit the kingdom of God.

Sin may be socially acceptable to Culture, but it
will never be acceptable to God. As Christians we
have been “called out” of the dark world. Paul re-
minded the Corinthians, “such were some of you,”
1 Corinthians 6:11. But, the faithful put it behind
them. Sin was part of their past, not their present.
“Do not be deceived” society may accept and even
glorify these behaviors, but God said they are barri-
ers to our residence in Heaven and Fellowship with
God’s people in this life. He considers them a

“reproach to any people.” O
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