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he world constantly pressures us to
adopt a way of thinking that is con-
trary to God’s Word. Christian faith
is incessantly attacked in our genera-
tion in virtually every public forum. Unless one
makes some effort to combat this onslaught of
propaganda, he will fall victim to its debilitating
poison. Satan wants Christians to accept his lies
and, as a result, leave them vulnerable to temptation.

I’m sure a case could be made for many ways
to address this onslaught of viciousness. Would-
n’t you agree that one of the best ways to coun-
ter the Devil’s attack is to fill the mind with
Scripture? Memorizing scripture has become a
lost art. Scripture needs to be fresh in our think-
ing, and flowing from the core of who we are.
What better way than memorizing it? But, where
do we start? Let me suggest a few things.

First, learn to exchange Satan’s lies for God’s
truth. Focus on the areas in which you are
most tempted.

Naogaloiiar of ina Waaiharly ileighis Church of Chris

6 Satan’s Lies

Michael W. McLemore

44 .. s 5

Second, set small goals. Remember, the ulti-
mate goal is not to memorize Scripture, but to
live a godly life because you have God’s Word
“hidden in your heart.”

Third, “if you don’t use it, you lose it.” Re-
view your previously internalized passages on a
regular basis. Implement a review system.

Fourth, personalize scripture. David did this
in his psalms. “Lord, I choose to set my mind on

things above and not on things on earth, for I
have died and my life is hidden with Christ in God.”

Finally, audibly recite God’s word. Jesus did!

Christians get bombarded by daily pressures
to adopt the standards of this world. Memorizing
God’s Word realigns our thoughts with the
Lord’s values and standards. Refreshing your
mind with the His eternal perspective will help
you resist the temptation to conform to the
wotld, Romans12:2. Then you won’t be prey to
Satan’s lies. 4
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hrist, in replying to the Pharisees’ misun-
derstanding of the nature of the kingdom,
said, “The kingdom of God cometh not

with observation: neither shall they say, lo,
here! or, there! for lo, the kingdom of God is within
you,” Luke 17:21.

It is obvious that the nature of the kingdom is mis-
understood by the religious world today. It is likewise
abundantly obvious that many within the kingdom
have no clear conception as to what it is all about —
verily, some think it is “eating and drinking”, unsuita-
bly called fellowship. We can further narrow the view
and find “faithful” members of “faithful” churches
who do not seem to have the foggiest notion of what it
means to “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,”
and who seem totally unaware of the importance of
Hebrews 8:10: “For this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, saith
the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and on
their heart also will I write them: and I will be to them
a God, and they shall be to me a people.” I was asked
some time ago about the meaning of this passage, thus

this piece arose from my deeper consideration of it.

The Savior expressed it in these words to the wom-
an at the well: “...whosoever drinketh of the water
that, I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall become in him a well of wa-
ter springing up unto eternal life,” John 4:14. Paul’s
words in Ephesians 6:6 also have a bearing upon the
subject as he urged Christians to serve their employers

not...as men-pleasers; but as servants of Christ, doing
the will of God from the heart....”

It is admitted that not all of these passages are deal-
ing with the same subject in their context. But, I want

us to notice that whatever subject is discussed, the in-
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nermost feelings and motives of man are considered.
“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” How sorely
needed is the disposition of members of the church to
have the kingdom of God within them, and to have
God’s commandments in their hearts. How superficial
and shallow is the kingdom in the lives of so many.
We must understand, the kingdom of Christ is a
“kingdom of souls.”

Consider the person who absents himself from the
assembling together of the saints to go fishing, to en-
tertain company, or to voluntarily work for a little
more money. Is the kingdom of God really within that
person? Does the word of Christ dwell so richly within
him that his every thought and deed is regulated by the
will of the one who gave His own life for us? Is this
the joyful expression of that well of water springing up
within him unto eternal life? Is this the result of the
fervent desire within that person to do the will of God
from the heart? We know that it is not!

It is hard to express the thought that came to me
that very day as I contemplated what it would be like if
all the members of the kingdom really and truly had
the kingdom of God within them. Think of the tre-
mendous saving of time, energy, and effort that could
then be put to use toward those who have not the gos-
pel, and who have absolutely no hope of everlasting
life!

Consider it seriously. Does the word of Christ
dwell richly in your heart? Is the kingdom of God real-
ly with you? Do you love the Lord, or are you creating
more work for others to do? Are you helping to solve
problems, or are you a part of the problem? Are you
working to save others, or are you helping them to be
lost because time has to be taken from teaching them
in order to keep you on the track? Consider it well, for

eternity depends upon it.
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