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   The noted seventeenth century English 
churchman, Robert South, known for his com-
bative preaching and his Latin poetry, once de-
clared, “No man’s religion ever survives his 
morals.” In this South agreed with Paul, the 
apostle – “To the pure, all things are pure, but 
to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; 
but both their minds and their consciences are 
defiled” Titus 1:15. 

 Those prone to spurious logic may for a 
time be able to divorce religion from morality, 
but they will not for long. While professing to 
be deeply religious, they are at the same time 
grossly immoral. This is not a new phenome-
non, it is as old as the presence of sin in the 
heart and life. Of such, Paul continues, “They 
profess to know God, but they deny him by 
their works. They are detestable, disobedient, 
unfit for any good work” Titus 1:16. 

 God’s people must guard against a life of 
obscenity. Our conscience must remain supple 

so as to sing in truth, “O to be like thee, 
blessed Redeemer.” To live as an unmitigat-

ed falsifier, dishonest and habitually immoral is 
no life remotely akin to the Biblical pattern. It 
may be endorsed by the world, but it finds no 
such commendation in Scripture. The Devil is 
happy to support a mental process that fails to 
associate good morals with scriptural religion. 
The Lord does not. 

 South’s observation forewarns of the great 
danger of the seared conscience. Hear it again: 
“No man’s religion ever survives his morals.” 
Corrupt morals will either be recognized, re-
pented of and corrected, or religion will perish 
in the life of the individual. 

 Sin’s daily presence in the life of the pro-
fessed Christian reveals a lack of faith and com-
mitment in the inner man. It does great harm in 
the present, but in the end it leaves one in a per-
petual state of unconcern for the things of God. 

 The Son of God taught and lived the purest, 
most elevated morality this sin-cursed earth has 
ever known. Let not those who profess to be-
long to the Lord fail to recognize that true reli-

gion cannot exist without elevated morality.  
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         How many have 
begun the Christian life 

with enthusiasm but 
quickly become dis-

couraged or con-
fused? Some may 

have thought 
that they 
would no long-

er make mistakes 
or face difficulties 
after becoming a 
Christian. Or, may-

be they expected 
family members and 

close friends to support 
their decision and become 

Christians themselves. When 
it doesn’t happen like that all, 

they question whether a life of faith truly 
works. 

   It seems an appropriate question, “What can we ex-
pect once we begin to serve Christ as Lord?” What can I 
expect? 

 Authority: The word “Lord” is a name for God; it 
means that he has authority, or that he is “master.” He is 
not just “another person we obey,” but HE alone is our 
authority, our ruler, our master! All other relationships, 
advice, and direction will take a back seat to His authority, 
Matthew 28:18. 

 Relationship: When we walk with Christ, we will 
have an intimate relationship with Him, John 17. It is an 
unparalleled closeness – fellowship. Following the pattern 
of our Savior, we should talk daily to the Lord, enjoy His 
love, and seek His partnership, Mark 1:35. 

 Guidance: We need direction beyond our under-
standing when making life-changing choices. We rarely 
know all the facts about an opportunity. Only a foolish 
person attempts to live without any guidance from God, 
Proverbs 3:5-6. He will guide us along the path of wisdom 
and the impediments to which we are often prone will be 
removed, Proverbs 4:10-12. 

 Provision: Whatever our economic situation, we need 
God. Jesus told His disciples not to worry; the Father 
would supply the basic necessities of life—food, clothing, 
and shelter, Matthew 6:25-31. Even more so the rich man 
needs divine provision in helping him to overcome the 
obstacles to his salvation, Matthew 19:23-25. WE need 
Him! 

 A Helper: The instant you obeyed Jesus, you received 
the gift of God, your helper, Acts 2:38. The Spirit of God 

dwells in you, Romans 8:9.  He helps you pray when 
words fail, Romans 8:26. His revealed word instructs you, 
as the Holy Spirit guided those who penned the inspired 
texts, John 14:26. In untold ways he empowers us and 
assures us as we serve the Master. 

 Serving the Lord is not free. What can we expect?  

 Inescapable Conflict: Many people expect the 
Christian life to be trouble free. No. “Indeed, all who de-
sire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
We will be misjudged and misunderstood. Our motives 
will be questioned. As Jesus was persecuted and contro-
versy surrounded His ministry, it will ours, John 7:11-12. 

 Sacrificial Service: Jesus told His disciples, “Even 
the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life a ransom for many,” Mark 10:45. We are 
called to serve. Our lives, our time, our money, our pos-
sessions, our family, our leisure no longer belong solely to 
us. If God’s people are to recover the vast power and in-
fluence of the Church of New Testament times, there 
must be a fundamental change of attitude toward sacrifi-
cial service – “rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for the name,” Acts 5:41. The apparent 
importance of how we serve and what we sacrifice does 
not really matter; what is of real consequence both to the 
local church and to our own soul is whether we are willing 
to give ourselves sacrificially. 

 Serving Christ has benefits. What can we expect? 

 Confidence to Face the Trials of Life: When we 
walk in step with the Lord, we respond correctly in life, 
whether ease or adversity. Difficulty strengthen us, ma-
tures us, and equip us to help others. No matter what we 
face in life, we can have confidence the Lord will never 
abandon us, Hebrews 13:5. 

 Making a Difference: Our service to the Lord will 
make a difference in the world. When our life is Christ-
like, our countenance and behavior will indicate that we 
are His. Others will see and be changed by it, as they were 
by Him. Don’t get to the end of your life and realize you 
didn’t make a difference for the kingdom of God. Begin 
now to serve the Lord and fulfill His purpose in your gen-
eration, Acts 13:36. 

 The Lord’s Unconditional Love: No one loves like 
the Lord. He loves us when we look attractive and when 
we look terrible. He loves us when we speak in His name, 
and when we fail to embrace an opportunity, Mark 10:21. 
His love is eternal, Romans 8:35-39. But do we always 
appreciate His love? No. Walk in fellowship with Him no 
matter what. Only then will we receive the great benefits 

of serving in His love.  
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Prayers: 

 Sharon Dubose fell Friday evening in her 
garage and was taken by ambulance to Crest-
wood ER. She has several injuries, including a 
broken wrist. She was discharged around 5 
am Saturday and is home resting. Please pray 
for Sharon. Betty is watching over her. 

 Please remember to pray for Glenda & Ken 
Cavender. They each have appointments to 
address issues of concern in the next few 
days. A recent MRI revealed “a spot on Ken’s 
kidney.” Glenda has a benign growth on her 
brain. The Cavenders need our prayers.   

 Melonie Power remains on our prayer list. 
Please say her name to the Lord this week as 
you pray. 

 Betty Reavis is in the between stage of her 
treatments. She has fluids and other proce-
dures which require every other day visits to 
Clearview. Pray for Betty & Bill. 

 Mike Gore has been in Crestwood hospital 
the last couple of days. Mike’s blood count fell 
dangerously low. He is doing better and hopes 
to go home today. Your prayers for Sandra, 
Mike & Aaron are solicited. 

 Edith Turner has been sick the last three 
weeks. We are hopeful to see her today. 

Daily Prayer List: 

 Please remember these in your daily peti-
tions to the Father: 

 Barbara Woodard 
 Godette family  
 
 

Close Call Wednesday: 

 Please remember to thank our Lord for 
watching over our group of “after Bible class 
diners” last Wednesday evening. The group 
chose IHOP for dinner. It was an enjoyable 
gathering and they left around 9:15 pm. 
About 35 minutes later a tragic shooting took 
place inside the restaurant that resulted in 
the death of two people. Our city has under-
standably been gripped by concern. We are so 
thankful that those in our family are ok. 
 Please pray for those whose lives are irrep-
arably impacted by this tragedy.  
 

Patience Please: 

 As many have noticed, we have been do-
ing renovations to various areas of the build-
ing. While we are doing our best to have eve-
rything in order for the various weekly assem-
blies, there naturally are going to be incon-
veniences. We appreciate your patience.  

 Isaiah spoke prophetically of the 

“peaceable kingdom.” “He shall judge 

between the nations, and shall decide 

disputes for many peoples; and they 

shall beat their swords into plow-

shares and their spears into pruning 

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn 

war anymore” Isaiah 2:4. 

 Many read this and anticipate a 

kind of world-wide utopia during a 

literal millennial reign. Not so. Isaiah 

in this prophetic declaration speaks of 

the transformation of the hearts of 

the Messiah’s followers. So it did! The 

same Gospel that pressed into the 

chambers of kings also invaded the 

most meager shanties of remote ham-

lets. War and its implements were 

rendered unwarranted. No kingdom 

was beyond reach of the Gospel and 

the judgments of Christ. He settled 

disputes, and metal weaponry was 

converted to agricultural use. 

 Christianity introduced mankind 

to a new courage. This courage is not 

shown in resisting or gaining victory 

over enemies, but in love that refused 

to count any man an enemy. It sought 

to conquer, not with the sword, but 

patient endurance of every wrong. It 

was willing to die for one’s enemy. 

 Observe the scene of Jesus’ ar-

rest. Jesus commanded Peter “Put 

your sword back into its place” 

Matthew 26:52. In disarming Peter, 

the soldiers were themselves dis-

armed. In that act, we observe the 

Gospel of the kingdom, “Love your 

enemies” Matthew 5:44.  

FAMILY UPDATES 

JANUARY—FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Will meet immediately following the evening 
worship service. See you there... 

1-20 Edith Turner 1-21 Janice Wray 

1-23 Gordon Dorris 1-26 Marissa Hunt 

1-29 James Risner 1-29 Will Starks 

1-30 Jenny Jacks 2-7 Mary Harbin 

2-8 Travis Barnett 2-11 Aaron Gore 

2-13 Julie Guice 2-14 Brennan Ivey 

2-15 Glenda Cavender 2-15 Hilda Wright 

“Thank you” is in order for our own Louis 
Garrett who spoke in Mike McLemore’s ab-
sence last Sunday. We are grateful that we 
have him to call on when needed. 

 

 

Will Starks 
David Jacks 
Bill Thompson 
Philip Dill 
    Romans 6:3-13 
Michael McLemore 
    “Let Not Sin Reign” 
Nick Holland 

Will Starks 
Jared Jimison 
Ron Holland 
Jim Ehl 
    Hebrews 5:12-6:8 
Michael McLemore 
    “Let Us Go On to Maturity” 
Ken Cavender 

 

Hill Roberts Charley Skinner 

 

David Jacks 
Phil Furlough 
Ed Dill 

Singing 
Forest Summers 
Phil Shaver 

 

Serving on the Lord’s 
Table AM 
** Overseer 

Jeremy Leshko                       Ed Dill  
Jimmy Harbin                        Jim Ehl 
Charley Skinner                    Clark Boles 
Ben Little **                          Will Patrick 

Lord’s Supper PM Ron Harmon **                     John Stokes 

Communion Prep 
Building Lockup 

Hilda Wright  
Bobby Wright 

Mailing: 
P.O. Box 4619 
Huntsville, Alabama 35815 
 

Phone: 256 881-9535 
Email: contactus@weatherlychurch.com 

Louis Garrett                       256  883-7785 
Tommy Hill                 256  883-0010 
Will Starks                 256  883-5273 
Forest Summers       256  348-2251 

Michael W. McLemore    256  698-5941 
Email: mmclemore@weatherlychurch.com 

 
Phil Furlough          Steve Hagewood        
Ron Harmon           Kirk Hatcher 
David Jacks           Ben Little 
Hill Roberts            Collis Terry           
Bobby Wright 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

5:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

May 2-5 

“Living in Christ” 
 

 

Fulfilled Prophesy 

Steve Hagewood 
 

Hebrews: Don’t Go Back! 

Mike McLemore 

  

 

Terry Childress 
Bill Thompson  
Riley Monroe 

Collis Terry 
Terry Childress 
Marty Hunt 

Stay informed and engaged online at 

 
 
WATCH:  

        Sermon archive or 
   live stream during 
        all Weatherly services 

 


