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   Luke accounted for Jesus’ final moments on 
the earth in the following words, “he presented 
himself alive, after his sufferings, by many infal-
lible proofs,” Acts 1:3. In his words are found 
the most basic premise of Christianity — Jesus 
is alive! 

 Resurrection is the hope of every Christian. 
If Christ is raised, we have hope beyond this 
life. If Christ is raised the Bible is true and from 
God as it claims. All of the consequences of it 
being true will follow, whether man understands 
them or not. With this testimony the Bible 
stands or falls, and with it stands or falls our 
faith and our hope of eternity with God. 

 Luke affirms that Jesus showed Himself 
alive. Was He an imposter? If Jesus rose, He is 
God. And if He is divine, ALL He ever said was 
true, and He is no imposter. His enemies and 
critics are put to silence. 

 The parties to His crucifixion did not dis-
pute that He was dead. The Centurion re-
sponsible for verification of His death attest-
ed to it, wondering at the response of the 

natural world around them, Matthew 27:54. Pi-
late handed over His dead body to Joseph, a 
member of the Council, Luke 23:50. His body 
was handled by His disciples. Reams of admit-
ted particulars testify to Jesus’ death and burial. 
He surely was dead. 

 But, on the Sunday morning following His 
burial He was raised from the dead and seen 
alive. Paul offers the most succinct description, 
“He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 
Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last 
of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also 
to me,” 1 Corinthians 15:5-8. The corroborating 
evidence of His resurrection and testimony is 
undisputed. He is alive! 

 In light of His resurrection we are left with 
one conclusion — His word is Truth and must 
be obeyed. He will come again. Are you pre-
pared to meet Him? He is alive, and our living 

Savior offers you hope. Obey Him! ❑ 
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 In life Carol Latham Thompson-

Risner personified Solomon’s ideal woman 

as few have. Carol Risner, as those at 

Weatherly knew her, is one of those special 

people. Special not because she believed 

herself better than any other, but special 

because she saw potential in people. Carol 

could look beyond the wayward or weak 

exterior and see the redeeming value in 

others. She never forgot what others had 

done for her. She did so much for me! 

 I first met Carol Thompson on a Sun-

day morning in 2009. Her youngest daugh-

ter, Lauren Hartung, had arranged the 

meeting. From that first meeting I have 

counted her among the most encouraging 

brethren with whom I have had the privi-

lege of working, and I will miss her per-

sonally every time I stand before the 

Weatherly Heights assembly. 

 Solomon asked, “Who can kind a vir-

tuous woman?” Proverbs 31:10. Our Carol 

Risner was such a woman. Her virtue 

stood far above many in the example she 

set in her life. “Her price is above rubies, 

her weight more than gold.” Sister Risner 

was an elegant woman, attentive to details 

others scarcely noticed. She was thought-

fully constructive in imparting wisdom, 

never harshly critical. She saw others as the 

people whom God loved, and sought to 

encourage them in their walk with Him. 

 Sister Risner’s virtue was expressed in 

her belief in Christ and her devotion to the 

Word of God. As a young woman, she met 

and married William Hatch Thompson. 

Through his influence, she heard and 

obeyed the precious message of Christ. She 

served the Lord along side of him in his 

native home of Russellville, Alabama, until 

his death. Together they raised four chil-

dren to serve the Lord and who share their 

spirit of virtue. Later, we enjoyed watching 

her fall in love and marry Jim Risner. 

 “Strength and dignity are her cloth-

ing” Proverbs 31:25.  Carol Risner’s ap-

pearance was always in keeping to the oc-

casion. Her home was perfectly appointed. 

But hers was not an outward adorning on-

ly. Her real beauty was inward. She always 

smiled. Spiritually she was characterized in 

the words of Paul to the Galatians, “love, 

joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good-

ness, faith, meekness, temperance…” Ga-

latians 5:22-23. She was beautiful. 

 We laid Carol Thompson-Risner to 

rest on Tuesday afternoon, but it was not a 

somber day. It was a beautiful day of re-

joicing. Carol’s virtue shines in death for 

she is looking for the resurrection to eter-

nal life. We know that “flesh and blood 

cannot enter the kingdom of heaven,” 1 

Corinthians 15:50. She trusted in Christ 

and longed to be united with Him. She 

knew Him to be the first fruits of the res-

urrection, and looked toward that day. And 

in her passing, we also look with new zeal 

to the coming of Christ. We’ll see her then. 

 We will all miss her until then. Carol’s 

strength was expressed best through the 

remarkable quality of her dealings with 

people – her ability to make all human en-

counters, however fleeting, feel both spe-

cial and personal. For her family, that ma-

ternal strength – given across the genera-

tions to children, grandchildren, and great 

grandchildren – has been a precious gift 

and blessing. Its loss is felt keenly today. 

 Solomon has more to say about a gra-

cious woman; words we cannot summon 

now as we commend to her Heavenly Fa-

ther his faithful servant, Carol Risner, 

loved and greatly missed. It simply says of 

a woman of grace: “Many have done excel-

lently, but you exceed them ALL.” ❑ 
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Prayers: 

 Remember the Thompson and Risner fami-
lies in this time of sorrow. Especially pray for 
Jim. The services here at the building and in 
Russellville served as a beautiful tribute to 
Carol’s life. She is missed. 

 Betty Reavis’ next Chemo is scheduled for 
March 15th. We are praying this will be the 
last. Pray for Betty & Bill. 

 Ken Cavender remains on our prayer list. 

 Peggy Shelton is recovering from surgery. 
Pray that he recovery is quick and that her 
pain is minimal. 

 Marty Haselden, daughter of Don & Lane 
Roberts, sister of Hill, is suffering with cancer. 
Please remember her family, husband, Jeff, 
and daughters, Mandy & Sami in prayer. 

Daily Prayer List: 

 Please remember these in your daily peti-
tions to the Father: 

 Barbara Woodard Melonie Power 
 Melvin Godette Glenda Cavender 
 Travis Barnett  Jeff Harbin 

 Liam Amyx Jimison made his 
grand entrance into this big 
world Tuesday, March 5th 
at 2:22 a.m. in Scottsdale, Arizo-
na. Little Liam weighed 8 lbs., 7 
ounces and is 21” long. Parents, 
Jared & Amanda and grandpar-
ents, Mike & Gwyn, are elated.  
 Liam was released to leave 
the hospital on Wednes-
day afternoon and is en-
joying the tranquil sur-
roundings of a guest resi-
dence provided by Tom 
& Susan Leach, members 
of the Valley church. All 
that remains is for the 
legal proceedings to be 
completed. We are pray-
ing they will be able to 
return this week.  ❑ 

 Aladean Jacks, 91, the mother of our Da-
vid Jacks, has been declining slowly over the 
last few years. She lives with David’s oldest 
brother in Bessemer, Alabama. Hospice will 
be taking over her health needs during these 
closing days of life. Your prayers for her and 
the family are requested. ❑ 
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 God’s natural world is full of 
lessons for us. The Bible reminds 
us of many. Solomon told people 
of his generation, “Go to the ant 
thou sluggard.” My son-in-law, 
Bryan, often sends me his out-
lines in advance, bouncing ideas 
back and forth. He is preaching 
on idleness today. His lesson 
made me think of another 
phrase contrasted with idle-
ness—“He’s as busy as a bee!” 

 Our own Wes Caudle is a sort 
of bee expert. People all around 
ask him questions about their 
bee production. My paternal 
grandfather loved his bees and 
the honey they produced. One 
thing we learn from bees — They 
are busy creatures! 

 When you eat a spoonful of 
honey you probably have very 
little idea as to the amount of 
work and travel necessary to 
produce it. To make a pound of 
clover honey, bees must take the 
nectar from 62,000 clover blos-
soms. To do this requires 
2,750,000 visits to the blossoms. 
Just think how far these bees 
have to fly in search of clover 
fields. Its hard, hard work! 

 “As busy as a bee!” What 
wonders God has wrought in the 
natural world to provide for man. 
And what a powerful lesson the 
bee provides to the Lord’s serv-
ants, who are “laboring together 
with God,” 1 Corinthians 3:9. ❑ 

FAMILY UPDATES 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Will meet immediately following the evening 
worship service. See you there... 

3-11 Evelyn Hall 3-12 Stevie Hagewood 
3-13 Collis Terry 3-14 Becky Hill 
3-15 Bennett Matlock 3-18 Susan Ivey 

3-22 Thomas Hill 3-27 Jonathan Matlock 

David Jacks’ Mother, Aladean 

Liam Amyx Jimison 

Sunday Night Study Series begins one week 
from tonight. We will continue to meet at 5 
p.m. through the end of that series. ❑ 

 

 

Tommy Hill 
Hill Roberts 
Collis Terry 
Phillip Dill 
    2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
Michael McLemore 
    “Are You Kidding Me?” 
Phil Furlough 

Tommy Hill 
Jared Jimison 
Timmy Hill 
Phil Shavers 
    John 1:35-42 
Michael McLemore 
    “First Found His Brother” 
W.D. Patrick 

 

Hill Roberts Study Series 

 

Hill Roberts 
Forest Summers 
Ed Dill 

Jared Jimison 
Ben Little 
Bobby Wright 

 

Serving on the Lord’s 
Table AM 
** Overseer 

Adam Hagewood             Steve Hagewood 
Nick Holland                      W.D. Patrick 
Bobby Wright                    John Besherse 
Forest Summers **          John Patrick 

Lord’s Supper PM Collis Terry **                   Terry Childress 

Communion Prep 
Building Lockup 

Julie Guice & Sarah Starks 
Will Starks 

Mailing: 
P.O. Box 4619 
Huntsville, Alabama 35815 
 

Phone: 256 881-9535 
Email: contactus@weatherlychurch.com 

Louis Garrett                       256  883-7785 
Tommy Hill                 256  883-0010 
Will Starks                 256  883-5273 
Forest Summers       256  348-2251 

Michael W. McLemore    256  698-5941 
Email: mmclemore@weatherlychurch.com 

 
Phil Furlough          Steve Hagewood        
Ron Harmon           Kirk Hatcher 
David Jacks           Ben Little 
Hill Roberts            Collis Terry           
Bobby Wright 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 

5:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

May 2-5 

“Living in Christ” 
Michael McLemore, Jason 

Moore, Gary Patton 
& Eric Reynolds 

 

Fulfilled Prophesy 

Steve Hagewood 
 

Hebrews: Don’t Go Back! 

Mike McLemore 

  

 

Phil Furlough 
Louis Garrett 
Terry Childress 

Mike Coward 
Mike McLemore 
Louis Garrett 

Stay informed and engaged online at 

 
 
WATCH:  

        Sermon archive or 
   live stream during 
        all Weatherly services 

 


