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Michael W. McLemore

alling into the trap of believing that inge-

nuity, resources and mental prowess are

key to growing the local church is easy.
We are conditioned to believe power and might
are essential. Boot strap mentality permeates the
American culture. But what may be true in
achieving the “American Dream” does not nec-
essarily correlate to saving souls.

Zechariah 4 chronicles God’s message to the
beleaguered captives as they attempted to rebuild
both the kingdom and their lives in Judah fol-
lowing Babylonian Captivity. After 70 years the
children of God returned to their decimated
homes. They began well. Zerubbabel led them in
quickly laying the foundation of the temple, Ezra
3:10. But, the daily work of “rebuilding life”
soon took precedence and the unfinished temple
lay dormant for the next 14 years, Haggai 1:4.

Listen to God’s message to Zerubbabel as
He sought to spur the renewed commitment to
kingdom work — “This is the word of the Lord

to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power,

but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts,” Zechari-
ah 4:6. All effective kingdom work takes place
through His Holy Spirit, not by means of human
power or might. Far from being aimed at preach-
ers, elders or Bible class teachers, this is an es-
sential truth for all believers.

Christians rely not on our own wisdom,
strength or will power, but on the power of the
Holy Spirit inspired Word of God. The strug-
gling believers at Corinth, “saints by calling” are
charged to honor Him with a life of obedience,
expressed through faith and service, 7 Corinthians
1:2. Again and again Paul calls that local family
back to the truth of the Holy Spirit’s teaching.

Regardless of circumstance, Christians are
called to rest in Christ, to abide in Him, and to
seek His will. Zerubbabel completed the task to
which he was assigned, not by His power but by
the power of the Holy Spirit of God. We must
follow that inspired lead, focusing not on cir-
cumstances but on the power of His Son to ac-
complish His work. U
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Fath and Evidence

Several years ago I decided I needed a hobby. I had
many interests — basketball, fantasy baseball, music — but
I engaged in all of these past times with members of the
church where I preached, or with fellow Christians in
the.area. I needed a hobby that would put me in contact
with people from all walks of life. So I looked up the
closest chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society, and
over the last 17 years I have made a large and diverse
bunch of friends.

As it happens, several of my barbershop singing
friends are from Sweden, and — typical of the very secu-
lar climate in Sweden — they are not believers. A few of
them are quite belligerent about their atheism. Last fall, I
fell into a discussion on Facebook with one of them, a
discussion I was frankly hesitant to engage in, given the
nasty reputation that debates on social media have
earned. But in this case, I am glad to say that my fears
were misplaced. Over the course of nearly three weeks,
several atheists and agnostics in Sweden as well as in the
States joined in and presented arguments against Christi-
anity, and gave me a very courteous hearing as I re-

sponded.

What actually precipitated the discussion was a post
one of my atheist friends made in which he said no one
believed in Christianity because of evidence, but simply
because it provided a hope for an afterlife. When I re-
sponded that through the centuries believers had offered
many powerful rational arguments for belief in God
based on evidence, he replied with this statement:

Sorry but you just cannot argue that there is any kind
of evidence whatsoever that supports Christianity. If
there were, it wouldn’t be called “belief”.

In his mind, Christianity is a belief based on no evi-
dence whatsoevet.

This viewpoint is based on a gross misunderstanding
of what “faith” is. Christianity has never claimed that
faith is “belief without evidence.” To the contrary, from
the earliest days of the preaching of the apostles, great
emphasis was placed on logical argumentation. Notice
these examples from Acts:

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sab-
bath days he reasoned with them from the Scrip-
tures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for

@ Weatherly Weekly

14

Shane Scott

the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and say-
ing, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the
Christ” (17:2-3)

Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his
spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city
was full of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with
the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace
every day with those who happened to be there (17:16-
17).

And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and
tried to persuade Jews and Greeks (18:4)

Mark Twain may have thought that faith is “believing
what you know ain’t so,” but that is not what the apos-
tles believed! They used reasoning and logic to argue
from the evidence found in the Scriptures that Jesus was
the Messiah. If someone wants to challenge whether the
apostolic belief in Jesus was justified, that is fair, and
Christians are eager to take up that challenge and look at
the evidence. But what cannot be disputed is that the
apostles claimed it was a justified belief. They didn’t
simply argue on the basis of wishful thinking.

It is true that at a very basic level, faith involves an
intellectual commitment to believe in unseen realities.
“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). We can’t
see God, and we didn’t see the risen Lord. But this ex-
hausts only the most juvenile definition of faith. The
fuller concept of biblical faith has to do with confidence
and trust. “And without faith it is impossible to please
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who seek
him” (Hebrews 11:06).

Even though we cannot see God, we believe that the
evidence for His existence is overwhelming in the order
of nature (as Paul argued in Acts 14:16-17). And even
though we did not witness the resurrection of Jesus, we
believe the testimony of the apostles has decisively
demonstrated its truthfulness (as Paul claimed in 1 Co-
rinthians 15:3-8). And because this evidence is so powet-
ful, we are willing to place our total trust, our complete
confidence, in Christ. That is what faith means to a
Christian. Complete trust in Christ on the basis of evi-
dence. U4
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Glenda Bradner, Edith Turner’s daughter,
remains on our prayer list. She is in Huntsville
Hospital and hoping to transition to a new
place. Updates will follow as we know.

two decades. Fear can imprison us
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do have | give,” Acts 3:6.
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Edith Turner also needs our ongoing pray- it not of fear but of power and love

ers for her back discomfort. Say her name to
the Lord as you pray.

and self-control,” 2 Timothy 1:7.
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